
Greetings Memorial School Community, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read these important updates for Memorial School. 
Additionally, thank you to those who were able to participate and contribute to our parent 
feedback session this past Thursday.  The feedback shared was extremely beneficial and will 
help to guide our conversations and decisions as we move forward. 
 
Please remember that this Wednesday, September 30th, students have a scheduled Early 
Release Day.  All live classes will end at 11:45AM. 
 
NHSAS Interims 
 
This fall, the New Hampshire Department of Education (NHDOE) has asked all districts to 
administer the New Hampshire Statewide Assessment System (NH SAS) Interim Assessment. 
The interim assessments can be conducted remotely or in person.  The majority of our students 
will experience this assessment in a remote format and your child’s teacher will take time to 
prepare all students.  
 
Students will be assessed in Math as well as English Language Arts (Reading and Writing). 
Students will take the previous year’s interim assessment.  In other words, a student in grade 4 
will take the NH SAS Interim Assessments from grade 3.  This will provide information on what 
our students know that takes into account the pandemic’s impact on last spring.  The interim 
assessments should take most students about 30 minutes to complete. 
 
Additional information on the schedule, structure, and academic expectations on these days will 
be shared in next Sunday’s Constant Contact.  
 
You are also welcome to review the information that has been provided by the NHDOE. 
 
Parental Dos for Remote Learning 
 
Please DO: 
 

1. Support your child(ren) by helping them get up, eat breakfast and be prepared for their 
Morning Meeting at 9:00AM.  Please ensure that your child’s at home “learning space” is 
appropriate for remote learning (avoid laying in bed, etc.) 

2. Encourage your child to be a problem solver by asking questions in class, show up to 
extra help opportunities, and email his / her teacher or support staff with questions. 

3. Parent assistance on the content of the assignment should be similar to the support your 
child(ren) gets with homework. It is okay if your child(ren) doesn't always know the 
correct answer.  In fact, this is how teachers can best determine how to provide the right 
type of support. 

https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/inline-documents/sonh/fall-2020-guidance-parents.pdf


4. Help to provide screen and movement breaks for your child(ren).  We have specifically 
designated the 11:45PM - 12:45PM time block to be completely free from school 
responsibilities for all students.  Please encourage your child(ren) to take full advantage 
of this time. 

 
Please DON’T: 
 

1. Please do not interrupt a live session with a teacher that has other students (and 
families) watching and listening.  We are happy to answer any and all questions, but 
please be respectful of the teacher’s class and limited time for instruction. 

a. An email to the teacher is greatly appreciated and will be returned as soon as 
possible. 

2. Please do not give your child the perception that school (or live sessions) are optional. 
We understand that the level of expectation has risen from the spring, but please work 
with the school if your child is having difficulty. 

3. Please do not worry if and when a problem arises.  Students will not be in trouble as we 
all figure out this new way of teaching and learning.  Our students respond to the 
emotions of the adults around them.  A calm, positive, and reassuring tone goes a long 
way for all. 

 
Teachers and parents need to work closely and collaboratively to support students now more 
than ever.  Please let us know how we can best support your child(ren)’s needs, which we will 
continue to do to the best of our ability in these difficult times. 
  
Technology Help Desk 
 
Parents can email helpdesk@sau17.net to put in a ticket, or call the main SAU number at 
642-3688, then press # and leave a message.  A member of the district’s IT department will 
respond to all requests as quickly as possible.  Additional information can be found on the 
Memorial School Online Learning Site. 
 
Grade Level Sites 
 
I want to make sure that everyone is aware of the digital hubs that can provide you with 
information during this time of remote learning: 
 
Memorial School Online Learning Site 
 
Grade Four Online Learning Site 
 
Grade Five Online Learning Site 
 
Grade Six Online Learning Site 

https://sites.google.com/sau17.net/memorialschoolonlinelearning/contact-information
https://sites.google.com/sau17.net/memorialschoolonlinelearning/home
https://sites.google.com/sau17.net/fourthgradememorialschool
https://sites.google.com/sau17.net/grade-5/home
https://sites.google.com/sau17.net/welcometo6thgrade/home


 
Social Emotional Learning Update 
 
We plan for the uncertainty of a fire in our homes with smoke alarms and exit strategies….but 
what about emotional fires? (confidentparentsconfidentkids.org)  
 
We are navigating through a difficult and highly stressful time in our lives and our children are 
looking to us for guidance. When we are stressed and frustrated they feel it. How we handle our 
emotions models for them how they should handle their emotions.  What we are experiencing 
right now is something no one has experienced before. We don't always know all of the right 
ways and responses for what to do, when to do it, and how to go about doing it. What is certain 
is that we are all doing the best that we can. Confident Parents Confident Kids, a site for parents 
actively supporting kids’ social and emotional development suggest that having an emotional 
safety plan can be a helpful tool in managing those times when emotions are running high. Take 
some family time to talk about healthy ways to manage emotions. Use their template to come up 
with what will you say, where will you go, etc. in a moment of frustration or anger. Confident 
Parents, Confident Kids say that  “having a plan can lend safety and security to your family life. 
It can create a more caring, supportive environment…”  
 
Click here for their website and to see their emotional safety plan template. 
 
~ Mrs. Collins 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
Thank you all for your continued patience and support.  We are truly grateful for the wonderful 
communities that we serve. 
 
For more information on the YMCA Community Care Centers that are designed to help families 
during this time of remote (or hybrid) learning, please view the flyer below. 
 
Appreciatively, 
 
Ryan McCluskey 
 

http://confidentparentsconfidentkids.org/
https://confidentparentsconfidentkids.org/parent-resources/family-emotional-safety-plan/

